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COMMUNICATION TO THE SAINTS, 


_ BY ELDER SAMUEL w. RICHARDS. 


‘Beloved Brethren,—Bemg associated 
once more with the Saints in these Islands, 
in my labours for the salvation of my 
fdllow-creatures, I take this method of 
communicating some of my “ewes. 5 and 
views in relation to the Kingdom of God 
and my present mission in connexion there- 
with, among you. 

Having now spent near two months, 
mostly in the office with the Presidency 
here, during which time I have made it my 

usiness to me familiar with the affairs 
the Church, and the general spirit of the 
work in its present exalted position—I be- 
hold strikingly illustrated before me, a si- 
milar work at least to that which the pro- 
et spoke of, which he declared would 
e a “marvellous work and a wonder,” 
which ever has been characteristic of the 
work of the Lord. : 

Four years have now passed away since 
I bade farewell to the Saints in these Is- 
lands, when on a former mission with my 
brother Franklin. This time I have spent 
with the Saints in America, near three 

ears of which have been occupied in 
journeying to, and with the Saints in the 
vallies of the mountains, where my time 
‘was never more busily employed in the 
variety of pursuits which attend the build- 
ing up of God’s kingdom on the earth— 
such as making farms, ploughing, sowing, 
harvesting, building houses and mills, as- 
sisting to promote the literary institutions 
and advantages of the Saints; together 
with the framing and establishing of laws 


consistent with the policy and wisdom of 
God in bringing about that time when the 
kingdom and the dominion thereof shall 
be given to the Saints of the Most High. 
This period to me has been the most hap- 


„ py, and, I trust, the most profitable por- 


tion of my life, enjoying as I did, the so- 


| ciety of the Saints, and a greater intimacy 


with the Rulers of Israel and the Lord's 
anointed” than ever before; together with 
the common blessings and privileges of 
the Saints in their retired homes and 
lovely vales,- where peace reigns undisturb- 
ed as the lofty hills that encircle them, 
where the light and intelligence of 
Heaven is reflected upon every path, and 
the voice of inspiration reverberates from 
hill to hill, from valley to valley, and is 
heard by every ear, 

While in the enjoyment of these heav- 
enly privileges and associations, together 
with the endearments of a lovely family of 
wife and children, and a father’s house, I 
was unexpectedly called upon to visit a 
foreign land. Perhaps no one will won- 
der that it was with 4 feeling of reluc- 
tance that I firstresponded to the call, how- 
ever sensible I might have been that the 
sacrifice required was but a just demand 
upon that which I had so freely received 
at the hand of God among his people. 
As God sent forth his angels to reveal the 
heavenly plan t6 earth, and communicate 
eternal principles to my understanding so 
has it been made my duty, in turn, to go 


forth as a messenger from the midst of 
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the holy ones on high, even from the 
heights of the mountains ; from the home 
of the blest, and the heavenly abode, to 
administer to those who will receive the 
message, and desire the salvation thereof, 
and as freely give as I have received—fol- 
lowing the example of my master, who left 
the glory of his exalted sphere, and his 

Father’s presence to minister to fallen man. 

O bedient to the heavenly call through 
the prophet of God, which was sustained 
by the uplifted hands of thousands of Saints 
in Conference assembled, I am now far 
removed to a people, amidst scenes and 
circumstances, perhaps, as varied in their 
nature rom chose I was familiar with in 
the Valley, as though they belonged to 
another world. But I find upon enter- 
ing into my field of labour, that the change 
is not so great as might have been sup- 

for while on the one hand scenes of 
iniquity and abomination abound, by rea- 
son of which mankind have become dis- 
graced in the eyes of God; yet on the 
other, the Saints send forth an influence 
which savours of life, and reflects again 
the light so freely emitted from the heights 
of a better land, and which now shines to 
illuminate the paths of a benighted world. 
I now feel as though I had only been con- 
veyed to the brightest satellite of the world 
from whence I came; whose light is only 
dimmed by its distance from the seat of 
glory, and the dark and gloomy atmosphere 
with which it is surrounded. 

When I contrast the present condition 
of the Saints in these Islands with what it 
was when I first came among them on my 
former mission, I feel more sensibly than 
ever the weight of the truth, that the Lord 
will make a short work in the earth; for 
the days of its infancy are passed wherein 
it required to be cherished with the ten- 
derness of a mother’s care. Now, like 
the tree planted in a rich and fertile soil, 
it has spread its branches upon the right 
and upon the left, until not only thousands, 
but tens of thousands partake of the fat- 
ness of the root, and drink freely of the 
waters of eternal life, which are so wisely 
administered by the faithful husbandmen 
in charge from time to time, together 
with the watchful care of angels and the 
bles:iags of an Almighty God. 

_ Unto this vast body of people, which 
are now scattered through the length and 
breadth of these Islands, have I come to 
minister those things which I know and 
most assuredly believe, and to be an hum- 
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ble instrument in the hand of God of 
doing them good, and moving forward the 
eat work which more immediately be- 
ongs to our day—the bringing to pass the 
restitution of all things, such as the gather- | 
ing of Israel, and the building of a Temple 
to the name of the Lord upon the moun- 
tains in the land of their Tabetiiasics, te 
which they must gather. These are con- 
siderations which must now occupy the 
attention of the Saints in all the world; 
yea, the time has now come, when those 
who have the means so to do, are called 
upon to rise up and go HOME; for this is 
not their abiding place, neither will the 
Lord hold that man or woman guiltless 
who will not respond to the call with their 
might, mind, and strength, and gather 
themselves together to build up the waste 
— and even now the cry is heard 
rom the mountains that all things are 
ready, and as many as will, may come and 
partake of the feast which is prepared for 
them in their Father’s House. And this 
sound is no more to be heard simply as an 
invitation, but by commandment shall it 
go unto the people of the Lord in all lands, 
and none can escape the displeasure of 
God, who will not give heed thereunto, 
walking in the commandments and ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameless, as they are 
set before them. : | 
From the day that the Saints in Ameri- 
ca were led out into the wilderness by the 
hand of the Lord, and by his own voice, 
through his servant BrigHaM—the toil and 
the sufferings, the privations and the hard- 
ships, the prayers and the energies of that 
have been devoted, with unwearied 
zeal, to make those preparations which 
were necessary to usher in the day when 
the Saints should be commanded to gather 
home without delay; and never will their 
exertions cease, until the cries of the p 
for deliverance are no more heard through 
the land. Until the Saints answer 
e ee “mf are under to that land, as 
well as to God, they cannot be justified. 
Should they wish to know the extent 
of their obligations to the land of America, 
let me say, they are similar as to heaven 
every thing that you have received pertain- 
ing to salvation, you have received from 
that land; every hope that you cherish of 
glory and exaltation befure God, has 
sprung from the same source, and God has 
= it above all others. It was there 
the prophet Joseph was born, who had the 
honour of introducing to the world the 
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-dispensation of the fulness of times; it |. 


was there the angel of the Lord restored 
to the Earth the fulness of the Gospel, the 
New and Everlasting Covenant; it was 
that land that unbosomed her sacred tre- 
sures of Eternal Truth, at the bidding of 
not only the history of a great and a mighty 
people, but the plan of salvation, as taught 
to them in its purity and simplicity. It is 
there that revelation has succeeded revela- 
tion, and the heavenly order has been 
opened to mortal vision, that the earthly 
might pattern after; and there is to this 
day, the abiding place of the Keys of 
Priesthood and of Power, both for the 
living and the dead; and from that land 
have come the servants of God, and intro- 
duced the ordinances of life to the people 
of these Islands, by reason of which they 
have partaken of the power of Ged, and 
now walk in the light thereof. And now 
to sum up the whole matter, it is there 
alone, in the Temple of God, that you can 
receive know and power to return to 
the ce God, from whence you 
came; and if you will be saved, remem 
this one thing, that you must go there to 
finish the work which you have here begun; 
and the command which is now given for 


the Saints to „ is like all others of 
the Lord, for their salvation; and unless 
they give heed thereunto, their hope is vain. 


Not only the propriety, but the necessity, 
of gathering seems manifest to every one 
who enjoys the spirit of this work, and 
thousands of the poor are orying to know 
how they shall get home to Zion. Al- 


h they may have many times read 
the Sori w 
send forth mine 


ich saith, “ And I will 


mine elect from four quarters of the 
earth, yet they may not have thought it 

ible that this Seri is now being 
-of the AL EMIGRATING F'unD, in 


| | 
yithi can possib 
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Hundreds and thousands of poor are 
. gathered from the States — 
Fund, to the mountains, through ex- 
ertions of the Saints in that land; and 
already have two hundred and fifty left 


to e strength o t 
tion of the — which had . 


here, by the feeble exertions of but few of 
the Saints." Here we have a practical de- 
monstration of the fact that this work is 
required at our hands, and that the bles- 
sing of the Lord is upon it; it is a work that 
God has given us power to do, and it will 
be required of us to see it carried out. 
Then to all the Saints I would say, let us 

to with our might and sustain this Fund; 
the poor can contribute their mites, and 
when the rich have sold their possessions 
and are ready to gather, have paid their 
tithing, and consecrated all their sur- 
plus property for the gathering of the 
poor—they can go home to Zion, where 
they or their seed may never be. found 
begging bread, nor their stream of life 
everrun dry. Now, O ye rich men, who 
have the means to gather and to spare, 
this prophecy is to you, and you. can by 
proving it, learn whether the measure = 
mete will be measured to you.again. 

not the Saints look upon this matter as 
requiring their attention to-day, and may 
be forgotten to-morrow, for such is not 
the cases not only this year, but years and 
ages yet to come will develop its utility 
in gathering the Saints, and prove it one 
of the greatest means employed by God to 
fulfil his purposes. Its nature and object 
correspond with its name, which is suited 
to the saurce from whence it came—it is 
Perpetual, and demands the confidence 
and support of all Saints, so long as there 
is a to into the garners of the 
Lord, or a Saint to hope for a better 
world. Then let it be remembered that 
the emigration of the poor another season 


will be in numbers proportionate to tho 


| exertions made to increase the Fund the 


the hands of the elders of Israel, and will 
mot cease to be fulfilled until the oon 
re Le, are made to rejoice in the | present year. 
Holy One of Israel, by being taken hometo| There are also other items before the 
Zion, with songs of praise and everlasting | Saints which demand their attention ; 
joy. If the angels or ministers of God go among the most prominent of which is 
forth to gather up the Elect, or Israel, the building of a a to which the 
they will no doubt have the power and | Saints in the British Isles are called to 
means given them to do it with, and we] impart of their substance. This is a 
1 work which has now become of the most 
vital importance to the salvation of God's 
| = He has greatly blessed their la- 
80 great a we urs in the mountains, in preparing 
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˖ 22 „ and while their store- 

houses are full, with which to feed the 

hungry body, it is not enou 


9 
as ample must be made to feed the hun- 
mind, and bring salvation to the soul. 
12a as itis through the ordinances of 
God that the power of God is made mani- 
fest to men in the flesh for their salvation, 
these ordinances must be e to every 
creature that is saved, and a fulness of 
salvation and glory cannot be had without 
a fulness of the ordinances of God’s house, 
which are only revealed in a — to 
which He can come, as it is written of Him, 
“ The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly 
come to his temple,” and shall sit as a re- 
finer and purifier, and cause the sons of 
Jacob to return to His ordinances from 
which they have gone . Therefore 
the watchmen whom God has placed 
over His people are looking forward to the 
evil day that is fast approaching, when the 
hour of retribution shall come, and God’s 
judgment shall be given unto men in the 
day of His fierce anger, as a recom 
for all their iniquity. They are seeking 
to impart unto the faith ful those ordinan- 
ces which shall clothe them with power to 
stand and overcome all things. Hence 
the Saints are now called upon to go to 
with their might and build a Temple unto 
the Lord, that all things may be prepa- 
red to which the Saints can be welcomed 
home, not only to enjoy the blessings 
and liberty of earthly institutions under 
wise and just administrations, but to en- 
joy the liberty of the G the intelli- 
nce, the erdinances, and through them 
e power of God unto Eternal Life, 
which is the geatest gift of heaven; and 
I am happy to learn that this call is a 
preciated by the Saints in these Islands, 
tnd responded to both in word and in 


_ The Saints in America are the first to 
learn the will of God concerning His peo- 
Ble, as revealed h the First Presi- 

cy of the Church, and being the first 
to know, it is expected they will. be the 
first to act, and in that action they will 
set an example worthy the imitation of 
others. They have not only paid their ti- 
thing, as.a people, but more than this, have 
willingly consecrated one tenth of their 
property, for the building of the Temple, 
after having answered the law of tithing. | 
Such is their interest in the work which is 
now before them, and such is their exam- 


‘provision | plan 
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to any now, it will appear quite eas 
to such, when the have beta sobbed, ant 
dered, and driven, as often as the 
wane in 1 has been since its or- 
ganization. | nts in Potawattamie 
rising up as one and walking to the 
mountains, carrying and drawing ir 
hand-carts their substarice with them, as. 
the children of Israel went out of Egypt, 
and as Lehi went into the wilderness | 
from Jerusalem, may seem an example, 
hard for others to follow; but such ns. 
must content themselves with the idea that 
it will be quite easy for them to flee when 
they are driven by their enemies, as the 
Saints have been from time to time. 
If the blessings of the kingdom of God, 
are not sufficient inducements to inspire 
the people of God with a willing heart, He 
will make them willing in the day of His 
power: wherein the power of the devil, 
and of evil angels, shall be exercised, 
and made subservient to the oses of 
God, even of Him who will control all 
things to His on glory to the immortality 
and eternal life of man. a 
Therefore I feel justified in saying, let 
all Saints be „not only by my testi- 
mony, but by the testimony of Jesus unto 
them, that every plan that is devised, every 
requirement that is made, every work that 
is performed, every principle that is reveal- 
ed, every law that is enforced, every ordi 
nance that is administered, and every Key 
of Power that is held and controlled by 


the prophets of God, who are the leaders of 


His people, are for the happiness, the glory 
and exaltation of that he 
be prepared for the associations of a better 
world, even the spirits of just men made 
perfect with God. And now let me ask, 
who among all the Saints have obtained 
this assurance? Who knows of a verity 
that this is the work and Church of God 
Such as do know will not be moved by the 
slanders and false accusations of the wicked, 
but will stand unshaken in their faith, and 
while the report, that innumerable evils 
and abominations are cherished by the 
Saints of God, is rolling from land to 
land, and from sea to sea, answers its end, 
and then dies away like the rumb aa 
of the distant thunder, the Saints of 
look on and smile with pure disdain u 
g struggles of a cort too 
powerless to have effect upon the firm and 
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unshaken soul, that can with rene wee 
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confidence exclaim, Truth will prevail,” 
and the earth will be clothed with righte- 
ousness as with a garment, while iniquity 
shall no more be known upon the face 
2 om for ever 
Inasmuch as many have spoken and 
written faithful testimonies of that which 
they know and most assuredly believe, so 
also would I declare that God has again 
revealed Himself to men, and angels do 
minister unto them, and the order of hea- 
ven is being instituted upon the earth, and 
will continue to be unfolded until the will 
of God is done on earth as it is done in hea- 
ven; and none can hinder, for it is God's 
decree. His work was never committed to 
better men this I speak knowing the men 
of whom it is declared, having been with 
them much, both in their labours by da 
and in their councils by 1 ar, th 
in the light of Truth and hold the keys of 
Salvation for men; they live to administer 
life to the world, and are sustained by 
heaven; they prize the favor of God 


bear rule 


more than all the world, and all their 
counsels savour of life. Such is BrigHam 
Youne and his counsellors—Heber and 
Willard, who are the First Presidency of 
God’s people upon the earth. The Al- 


bine to sustain them. 
exist; and this is not all, the world are 
rapidly learning them; hence the wicked 
are stirred ‘up to anger that their damna- 
tion may be sure, while the ri teous take 
shelter in the counsels ef the just, and are 
rescued in the day of their calamity, 
God is their defence, and the glories of 
reward ; such 


may abide with 
e, that His spirit and power 
— with them, — that I . was. 
counted worthy of their confidence and sup- 
‘port, that our united labours may secure 
much prosperity to Zion, and our mutual 
salvation, is the prayer of your fellow-ser- 

vant. Amen. 


eternity their recompense of 


is the portion of the Saints. 
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BY ELDER JOHN 8. HIGBEE. 


a myse 18 | 
you, dug rtunity of bidding 
vin 


of my 


. I feel it my duty to bear 
the truth of this Gospel, 
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compelled to flee from the savage 


have watched its and shared in 
all its vicissitudes and changes. I have 
been a pioneer in all the wanderings of 


the Saints that I possibly could, when 
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. I am about starting for the 
reat Salt Lake City, where my family is heir ve had 
located, and where all my affections are the high and honeurable privilege of asso- 
centred, it ia the gathering: plass | cinting with, and being blessed by the 
of the last days the of Zion; and teachings of, the best men now alive on 
because it contains all that is near and — J have been enabled, through 
the power of the Spirit of God, to wee 
F 
and the w n 
o so more especially, as the | ed t ves great and wise, have fallen 
been merciful to have position F. lowest 
lence o great ion. Taking a retro- 
Gand te the power of | spective. view of all these events within my 
it not been for this power, | to stand who prove fai to the Lord 
this have gone to that in all things, and under all cirowmstan- 
whence no traveller re- ces. Thus we see that implicit obedience | 
| to the counsels of those through whom ; 
this Kingdom from near- | we receive the mind of the Lord, is ne- 
: its organization on the | cessary to our salvation and exaltatien in 
in the kingdom of God. | 
ness of times, till the present time. 1 I ne the prophets Joseph and Hyrum 
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twelve years previous to their 
I lived with and guarded them in life: I 
watched them after death, and looked 
upon these mighty men of God, who so 
_ boldly fought and nobly fell in the cause 
of God, Truth, and Liberty. And I bear 
testimony that their lives were as pure 
and unsullied as the crystal fountain. 

But these are not all that have suffered 
for the testimony of Jesus. I have known 
nineteen killed at one time, and thrown 
into a well, for believing in Jesus and his 
2 and prophets. And many are 

e deaths I have witnessed from persecu- 
tion, and the miseries attendant upon it. 
I was in prison with several of my breth- 
ren twenty-nine days at one time, a part 
of which time I was confined in a loath- 
some dungeon, and fed on the most un- 
wholesome food. But under it we felt to 
rejoice that the Lord had counted us wor- 
thy to suffer shame for his name. We knew 
the work was of God, and that it-would 
itself stand as immoveable as the rock of 
ages, though many should fall in defend- 
ing it. I can now speak with nineteen 
years experience, and each year has added 
to my experience a greater knowledge 
that this is the work of God. I feel to 
do the will of the Lord, that shail be made 
known to me by my brethren in the Priest- 
hood. When called upon to do this or 
that, I never ask any questions, but go 
and do it at once. en a servant of the 
Lord gives me a command, it is the com- 
mand of the Lord to me; and I wish to 
obey cheerfully, that I may be found faith- 
ful in his service. : 


When called upon to go to England, at 
the October Conference, 1849, the only 
intimation I had of the event was a mo- 
tion put, seconded, and carried, in full 
Conference, to that effect. Did I grum- 
ble against the mandate? No! I fitted my- 
self out at nearly the expense of all I had in 
the world, and in eight days I was off on 
my mission to a foreign land. It was 
prophesied on our | that we should 
“encounter dangers” on our journey to 
the frontier ; but that we should be de- 
livered from them all, and preserved safe 
from harm. This mong was literally 
fulfilled upon us. We were assailed alter- 
nately by rain, snow, ice, high water, and 
Indians. At one time about 200 of the 
Cheyenne Indians, mounted on their char- 
gers, with all their preparations for battle, 


came rushing towards us at the hei — 


their speed. We formed in line, and pre- 
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for every „ but the kind 

d of an over-ruling idence was - 
over us, and just at the moment when in- 
evitable destruction seemed certain, they 
were, by some unseen power, brought to- 

a sudden halt, and thus we received no 


Again, when we arrived at the great 
Missouri river we had no prospect of being 
able to cross it for weeks to come. The 
frost had not then set in, 1 a 
any immediate * *. of it doing 80. 
We rayed to the rd for deliverance, . 


and that very night the ice covered the 
river for the first time that season, and in 


the morning we crossed safe over. But 
just as the last wagon was safely landed, 
the ice gave way, and the river ran open 
as before. Thus were we miraculously — 
delivered without any unnecessary delay, 
that we might go forth on our mission in 
the work of the Lord. | 

Since my arrival in this country, I have 
been doing my best to roll on the work of 
the Lord. ins borne my testimony. 
faithfully, and warned the people that the 
coming of Christ was nigh at hand: the 
day or the hour no man knoweth.” I 
have warned the ple diligently to- 
“come out of Babylon, lest they be par- 
takers of her sins, and receive of her 
plagues,” and gather themselves with the 
people of God to the land of Zion, to as- 
sist in building up the kingdom of God 
on the earth, and lves for 
the reception of — Christ, when he 
comes to 8 in Mount Zion, and in 
Jerusalem, before his ancients glori- 
ously.” And now, before leaving this 


country, perhaps for ever, allow me — 
— all people into w os 


hands this may fall, to take warning ;— 
repent! prepare to meet your King and 
your 


you may escape the 


eemer. Gather to Zion, that 
ities that are 


| comung on the nations; for “the hour of 
| God's judgments is come.” Ye shall not 
hear of, but ye shall see wars, 
| and rumours of on Nation shall 
| rise against nation kingdom against 
| kingdom. There shall be famines, and 
1 | pestilences, and earthquakes in divers. 
| | places.” All these are the beginning of 
| sorrows ;” still they are necessary as pre- 
| paratory steps towards the regeneration. 
d, the renovation of the earth, 
| and the ushering in of the millennial 
| glory. “The day of the Lord cometh as 
| a thief in the night;” and though you 
| : 
| 


ELDER W. 


are taught to believe that all is peace and 
safety, yet “sudden destruction shall come 
upon you, and ye shall not escape,” unless 
ye repent of your sins, yield obedience to 


the gospel, and flee from those j ents 
that are impending over the wicked, to 
the land of Zion. 


To my brethren and sisters I would 
say,—I feel thankful to you for all the 
- kindness I have experienced from you, and 
it has been great. Often before it be- 
came my lot to visit this land, I have 

the kindness of the Saints in 
; consequently, I came here pre- 


B it 2 
possessed in your favour. But, notwith- 


— wat this, I must say I have found 
a more humble, warm-hearted, kind peo- 
ple than I ex . Brethren and sis- 
ters, I love you truly, and would do any- 
thing in my power to ensure your happi- 
ness and salvation. I am reluctant to part 
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with for I love your society; still I 
am 8 go, for the kindred ties of a 
family bind me with a double bond to the 
land of Zion, and I gladly hasten to their 
presence, to enjoy their fond endearing 
society, trusting that I leave you only for 
a short season, and that I shall soon have 
the pleasure of bidding you welcome to 
the shores of Zion; and believe me, 
there is one who, whatever may be his 
circumstances, will still extend a cheerful 
and willing hand to all whom I may have 
the pleasure of meeting there. 3 
In conclusion let me again exhort you 
to learn your duties, and do them, which 
is the summum bonum of “ Mormonism,” 
and I say unto you, ye shall be blessed in 
the name of the Lord. This is the sincere 
prayer of your humble servant in the 


Gospel covenant. 


_ ELDER WILLIAM GIBSON. 
“ He that uttereth slander is a fool. Solomon. 


We introduce the following Certificate : 
from Elder Wrigley, President of the St. 


Louis Conference, in favour of Elder throne of grace, 
‘William Gibson, because certain commu- | false and calumni 
ing a faithful and worthy minister of the 


i 


joy in the inspiration of the Holy Ghost 
while offering such to the 
than while circulating 

ing slanders concern- 


CERTIFICATE. 

* Having been informed by Brother Wil- 
liam Gibson that certain persons in this 
place have written letters to the British 
Isles, which contained statements and re- 
ports derogatory to his (Brother Gibson’s) 
character, and which are calculated to pre- 


-judice and injure his reputation,—by his re- 


quest we do certify, that, as far as we are 
acquainted, Brother Gibson’s course of con- 
duct in this city has been strictly correct, 
and such as becomes a Saint of God. 
„We are to say, that, through sick- 
ness of himself and family, he has been de- 
tained from meeting with the Saints as often 


| as he and we could have wished. It is pos- 


sible that some, who are not acquainted with 

his circumstances, may construe this absence 

to a lack of duty on his part; such, however, 

is not the case. He has the confidence of 

the Saints in this eityx. 15 

Mo., this 30th day of December, 1851. 
“Tuomas r, President, 
S. Cams, Clerk.” 


Hee» CUlZ OU, are Gospel. 

hly derogatory to his character; and 
acumen the more deeply, as it has 
been done by those professing to be 
Saints, from whom we have a right to | 
e are acquainted with Elder Gibson, 
3 and his unwearied diligence in the labors | 
of the Gospel. He has toiled and won | nnn 
his way from the foot of the hill, through 
almost every kind of honourable adversity, 
much that few dents of Conferences 
have borne with them the love and confi- 
den¢ée of a number of the Saints 
in these. I than did Elder Gibson. 
Thousands of the British Saints will re- 
joice with us to know that Brother Gibson 
is in the way of life, and will offer up their 
— —— 
that the sunshine of prosperity may cheer | 
and encourage them on, until they Sally | 
inherit the hepe of the righteous—Eternal | 
Life. The Saints will realize much more 


‘people of sound, eonsiderate minds, who have maintained 
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MARCH 1, 1852. 


Tar “ELLEN Mata” cleared on the seventh, but owing 4 to e did not 
put to sea until the tenth, of February. Her entire complement was made up of the 
Saints’ company, and consisted of three hundred and sixty-nine souls, one of which 
was born during the detention; both mother and child were remarkably comfortable 
at the date of departure. | 
Of the two companies of Saints which have now departed from these shores this 
year, two hundred and fifty souls have gone out under the auspices of the Perpetual 
Emigrating Fund Company; and by the blessing of Almighty God will be taken 
directly through to the Valley and City of Great Salt Lake. We rejoice greatly that 
we have been enabled to see so many gain deliverance and set off for Zion by this 
first effort of the Fund. Well may the Saints in these Islands rejoice and be exceed- 


ing glad, because of the hope that is extended to them through this medium! Let 


the people of God arouse themselves in all places, and contribute to it, that at 
another emigration season, the number of emigrants thereby may be doubled, and so 
on each successive year; for we anticipate by another year that the portion of the 
Fund now operating in America may be employed to help remove the faithful from 
this country, which will be a mighty acquisition to its strength, and probably double 
its capacity for the, deliverance of the pedple of God. All who have gene out By it 
have given bonds to the Company for the payment of their passages thither, 
making their time and labor: subject to the Company's control until the same 
is accomplished. We very much admire the conclusion of the President of one of 
the Conferences; that had only contributed sufficient to entitle it to send out one per- 
son. ‘This President, after having searched through each of his Branches, and finding 
no single person whom he could select with propriety, concluded that was the worst 
of all predicamenta he had yet found himself in, and wrote us that he thought the 
Conference ‘would find itself entitled another season to send about twelve, and 
save him much trouble in searching for befitting persons. We think this the right 
kind of a conclusion, and if the other Conferences awake to the subject.in about the 
same ratio, the Church in these Islands may teach the world a lesson of charity, and 
rémind thém that we are in sober earnest in ou paper of gathering the people from 
the four quarters of the globe. 

With this company we are called upon to part with Elders J. D, Ross, Glaud Rod- 
ger, Haden W. Church, J. W. Johnson, Henry Evans, and Lewis Robbins—all: Pres 
dents of Conferences from this important eld. Notwithstanding the great reduction of 
our ministerial force, occasioned by the emigration of eo many Presiding Elders as have 
gone out in the “Kennebec,” and - Ellen Maria,” still the work of God is onward 
with deeper and more potential way; such is the spirit of our Holy Gospel, that un- 
less they who preach.it possess. richly the spirit of gathering 8 they are 
comparatively powerless in their attempts to build up the Church of Christ. No 
evidenve cati be given in favor of the sincerity and knowledge of the Saints in their 
strange and warvellous profession, of so impressive and convincing a-nature, as to c. 


| 
| 
| 
| 

} 

| 
if 


EDITORIAL. | 73 


able course. of conduct 1 their neighboure, arise, and like Abraham their father, 
sunder the ties of kindred and fraternal relationship, bidding adieu to the lands of 
their nativity, the homes and graves of their friends, to go to a land of strangers, 
which God has promised to give unto them and their generations after them for ever. 
This kind of testimony is irresistible; it steals over the virtuous and good in their silent 

and reflective moments, and fills them with a just wonder, which leads to inquiry, con- 
viction and salvation from the evils which are to come on the earth. On the other 
hand, those who are ignorant of the purposes of God, resort to subterfuge, vile slan- 
ders, and ribald abuse to stop the march of omnipotent Truth. How vain and 
futile are all their works, while the exhibitions of their folly and shameless abuse confirm 
the Sainte in their faith, and encourage them to go on their way tejoicing. So very 
anlike the works of, men is the policy of God's people; that instead of building up 
Churches to retain the people here, it is for the express purpose of sending them to 
Zion; and when, as in some instances it has occurred, individuals or Branches. have 
declined in their interest for gathering, in exact proportion has their influence and 
power abated, and the work among them lost its energy and strength to move for- 
ward and win souls into the Church. While with the world it requires their most 
ingenious devices and, most skilful management to keep their members together and 
effect what they do, if indeed they can be said to effect anything, for the lasting bene- 
fit of mankind. In this grand move of the Saints then, it may be said, Our ways are 
not as their ways, nor Our thoughts as their thoughts. 

‘The company on the “ Ellen Maria went out under the Presidency of Elder Isaac 
C. Haight, who takes charge of the same to Kanesville, unless relieved by Elder 
Smoot at St. Louis, and will co-operate with Elder Smoot in fitting out.those who 
go by the Fund, for crossing the plains. After this is ‘accomplished, he will render 
such aid as he shall be enabled to in fitting ont those who are going upon their own 
resources; so that none, or but very few, will be obliged to stop in the States a year 
for want of alittle aid and experience in getting up their teams. Elder Haight’s 
extensive acquaintance in that region and general business tact, peculiarly fit him for 
‘this important duty, which, when he has accomplished, he is expected to return to 
England, and fulfil his mission here. 

-The same evening on which the «Ellen Maria” F 
midst a swall company of Danish and Swedish Saints, in all nine persons, on 
their way to America, and in hopes to be in time for this ship. It is truly re- 
freshing to associate with these dear brethren, although it is with great diffi- 
culty we can communicate with them in the absenee of an interpreter. Their 
hearts are warm with the love of the Gospel; they are living examples of our great 
salvation, which do appropriate honor to their fether in the Gespel— Presidens 
Erastus Snow. What outward.evidence is more calcylated to strengthen, and con- 
firm the hopes of babes in Christ, than the certainty which sttends all the great 
moves of the Apostles and Elders in the various nations. The unerring counsels of 
iv gh are executed with the utmost success by.the legitimate Priesthood of His 

on earth. Already, in addition to the various national distinctions.of the British 
people, we have on their way to the place of gathering, French, Danish, Swedish, and 
the Gormasi Mision — oll an the the 
The 
servants of Jehovah are encompassing sea, and land to lift up a warning voise, and 
60 sound the “ Gospel Witness” trumpet among the inhabitants of the earth; that 
scattered Israel may prepare to meet their Redeemer and King. In our last, 
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we were enabled to announce the introduction of the Gospel into South America ;—in 
this Number, by the letter of Elders A. Lyman and C. C. Rich, we are enabled to 
present to our readers cheering news of the rolling on of the wheels of salvation in 
the extension of the settlements of the Saints to San Bernardino, California ; and 2— 
the recent baptism of more than two hundred souls in the Sandwich Isles ; 
forgetting the highly-interesting communication from Elder Lorenzo Snow ; okie is 
the herald of glad tidings, not only to Switzerland and Italy, but also to the swarthy 
sons of Israel in Oriental climes. Verily the time to favour Zion, yea, the set ti 

is come ! 

As the work of God progresses, and increases in dignity and influence among the 
powers on earth, it will surely be the highest ambition of all true Saints to keep pace 
with it; that as they have in the past shared in its humiliation, they may in the future 
share in its exaltation and glory. The season of the year is fast approaching when: 
the Priesthood can renew their out-door labors for the salvation of souls; and it be- 
hoves them to prepare to devise plans and make necessary arrangements for the suc- 
cessful accomplishment of their duties in this respect. The tracts and other publica- 
tions of the Church are mighty instruments in building up the kingdom, and unfold- 
ing the principles of truth to the honest in heart. The masterly productions of Elder 
Orson Pratt have proved a blessing to thousands in opening their eyes to behold the 
light of Revelation. But perhaps Elder Pratt’s writings are rather too far advanced 
for the understanding of some readers in the rural districts. They need some- 
thing simple and palpable— adapted to their limited comprehensions; and we 
think the “ Only Way to be Saved,” by Elder L. Snow, is peculiarly suitable for 
such. We would recommend the Elders, Priests, &c., in their visitations among the 
illiterate who thirst after righteousness, to arm themsclves with these simple arrows 
of truth ; for we are convinced they will carry conviction home to thé bosoms of their 
humble rede, and cause them to rejoice in the Plan of Salvation. 

The Voice of Warning will be ready with No. 6 of the Sran, and the new edition 
of the Book of Mormon immediately after. We also wish to state that we have on 
sale “ Le Livre de Mormon,” which may now be obtained by those who have a de- 
sire to become conversant with that sacred record in the French language. This edi- 
tion is stereotyped : it is in beautifal clear type, and is printed on superior paper. The 
Book of Mormon is also on sale in Danish, and we shall soon be enabled to offer it in 
Italian. The Welsh and German translations are progressing very favourably. We 
have the Doctrine and Covenants also in the Welsh tongue. We would call the at- 
tention of the Presiding and Travelling Elders, the Priesthood, and the younger breth- 
ren generally, to the wisdom of possessing the 3 publications of the Church, 
especially those in French and German, as these languages are spoken or under- 
stood in most of Western continental Europe. A pleasing and profitable study 
will be the acquisition of these languages, and this acquisition will prepare its posses- 
sors for future extensive usefulness in propagating the Gospel, and building up the 
Kingdom of God in new and wider spheres of labour. The time has arrived when 
the British Church must more fully awake to the important responsibility that rests up- 
on it; and now that it has passed the age of childhood, and is fast approximating to 
manhood, it must put away its childish things, and prepare itself to sustain a respon- 
wh its maturity in the werk of the Lord. 


us, we have answered it in this public manner, that all who are interested in it may 
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“What is the office of a Counsellor? If a Counsellor in a Branch or a Conference 
does not agree with the President and the other Counsellor, concerning some things, 
is it lawful for them to be passed without his consent, provided he is called responsi- 
ble in part for what is transacted by the Presidency thereof? Ought the a to he 

decided by higher authorities, or not? 

Ans.—The office of a Counsellor to a President in the Church is to stand united 
with him in all the affairs of the Church which he is called to preside over, that they 
may be one—TnE PRESIDENCY ; to confer with him and impart to him any and all in- 
formation which can have’ a bearing upon, the interest of the work entrusted to his 
charge, that he (the Counsellor) may be in possession of ; to suggest any and all mea- 
sures to the President which may appear profitable or advantageous to the cause ; and 
to render him such aid as may be necessary to carry out his decisions by counselling, 
preaching, writing, printing, and all proper means. 

It is sometimes the case that a President, after hearing the views and feelings of 
his Counsellors upon the subject or subjects which they may have under consideration, 
receives the word of the Lord by the Holy Spirit, and altogether differs from either 
or both of them, and presents the subject in a far more exalted point of view than 
had been previously contemplated ; then, if his Counsellors are one in the spirit of the 
Gospel, they hail with gladness the heavenly counsel, and feel that in deed and in 
truth he is as much their President as he is the President of the people. This is the 
nature and power of the calling of a President in the Holy Priesthood,—he is to pre- 
side over himself, his Counsellors, and people. He is the head: his Counsellors, like 
the arms, administer aid, nourishment, and support, that the head may be in the best 
possible condition to receive the revelations of the Spirit, and thereby know what is 
for the salvation of the whole body; then the arms and hands can extend abroad, and 
administer those blessings to any and all parts of the body, as the nature of the case 
may require, that all the members thereof may abound in life and health. 

If any Counsellor should feel unwilling to bear the responsibilities of his call- 
ing, he can, of course, decline to serve; and should he feel the decisions of his 
President to be unrighteous, he could appeal to higher authority in the Church 
for a decision thereon. It is therefore lawful for a President to decide as the wisdom 

views. 
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San Bernardino, Dec. 10, 1851. 

President- Richards: Dear Brother,— concladed the purchase ofa tract of nd 

be improve the present moment to open | known as the Ranche of San Bernardino, 

ndence with you from this containing some eighty or one hundred 

x which we have deferred until now | thousand acres of land. The soil is rich; 

uence of the press of business the water and timber abundant. We are 

with settling in a new country. 2 about one hundred miles from 

8 here in the month of June rr 


last, with about five hundred souls, toge- of 8 or miles from Pueblo 
ther with Brother P. P. Pratt and Com- | de 1 pte agg rs i 
pany for the Pacific Islands. Since our made in view of fi thering 
arrival here, we have explored the oountry made in — 


some hundreds of miles in different direc- rope in particular, this route, should. 
tions ; and on the 22nd of September we | we be enabled to in this country a 


x 
— — — — 


| 
| 


ther with a number of interesting and in- 
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we wish. You are doubtless ere this ap- 
geese ised of the intentions of the Presidency 
In relation to this matter, as published in 
the last General Epistle; and we wish to 
learn from you, at your earliest conve- 
nience, what you may know, or can learn, 
in relation to the practicability and pro- 
bable expense of transporting the Saints 
from Liverpool to San Diego, by any of 
the present routes across the Isthmus. 

e have not heard of the final results 
of the hostilities that have for a short 


— —— is now getting up for thei 
bjection, in which we are as usual in- 
vited to. participate. We hope the war 
for us may be a bloodless one. eae 
Brother P. P. Pratt has gone to Chili. 
The news from the Sandwich Islands is 
ood. By a letter from Elder George - 
— we learn that they have baptized 
some two hundred and fourteen. | 
We have heard but little from you and 
the other members of our quorum in Eu- 
rope: if you can send us any news in re- 


time existed in that quarter. Our news lation to them and their labours, it will 


from the Lake reach no later date than 
the Ist of September, when universal 
peace and health prevailed; the subse- 
quent mail from that place reece | been 
robbed by the Indians, the carriers barely 
escaping with their lives. 

We have built since our arrival here 
some one hundred tenements. We are 
now finishing a stockade Fort, for our de- 
fence against the Indians of this r 
who have at nt assumed a hostile 
attitude to the American settlers, in 
the southern portion of the State, the re- 


sult of which is yet undetermined. An“ 


ret the dea ers agan 
Burton. As Brother C. C. Rich will 
start about the Ist of April for the Lake, 
we should be happy to have him bear your 
in relation to the above matters. 
As business urges, we must close by 
subscribing ourselves your brethren in the 
new covenant, 
Amasa LYMAN. 
Caries C. RI 
P. S. — Our location is about twelve 
miles down Cajon Pass. 
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Dear President Richards, — After a 


very boisterous and stormy over 
accompaniments, I am iy agree- 
lton, 


ably cloistered with Elder 


telligent Saints, and begin to consider 
that my homeward journey of some twen- 


ty-five or thirty thousand miles is now |. 


just commenced. 

Before n London, I had com- 
the of Se, ‘of. 

ormon, an he printing forward to 
che last der 
Richards, whom I appointed to a Mission 
to Calcutta to assist Eider Willis, left 
London a few days before my 
I repose much confidence in this er 
as one that will magnify his calling, and 
do much towards establishing the G 
in that country. : 

I find it much more pleasant now com- 
ing to Paris than formerly. When 


* Paris, January 26, 1852. 
| there were no Saints to bid me welcome; 
on arriving the other day I found many 

a circumstance can well suppose 
causing no small of satisfaction and 
rejoicing. I found Brother Bolton quite 
invalid, but is now much better; his 
labours and anxieties I think may have 


Old England would replenish his spirits, 
and be no in any 
kingdom here does not boast of a multi- 
tude of subjects, but it may be said to 
embrace the the virtuous, the intel-. 
ligent, the the 
owly, yet might powerfu 

Taylor may comfort his heart with the 
assurance of having laid a deep and 


last- 
1 foundation for the spread of the Gos- 
sea 


in the French dominions, though 1 


4 


room is left at t 31 


ing through here a year and a-half since, | 


is left. 
of no place where the Gospel has 


| 
encroached some upon his health. When 
the interests of his mission will allow 
| a short absence, I dare say that a visit to 
the m and warm-hearted Saints of 
| 


grief, and of blood. Would the powers 


more xing and discouraging, How- 

ever the time will come when the Gospel 
will resound through the th and 
breadth of France. I am much pleased 
with the acquaintance I have formed with 


the brethren- here; I feel that they will 
do a great work. I believe Elder Bolton 
intends making another application to the 


vernment, for the privilege of preach- 
25 the Gospel with equal liberty with 

er denominations, a course which ich I 
much approve. | 

I have no need to speak of the political 
condition of the country, it is well known 
to all who read the English ganas In 
passing over the country, and searching 
the mind of the Spirit in reference to its 


inhabitants, my heart is pained in con- 
\ templating the dark, „ and bloody 


fate and scourge that await this nation. 
The life's blood of many N is scarce- 
K the streets, the groans of 

e dying have hardly ceased, and the 
flowing tears of the widows and so ee 
are still seen. As you gaze around and 
behold the troubled mein, the dark and 
stormy brows of thousands, see the signi- 
ficant signs, notice the low whisperings 
and stealthy conversations, and hear of 
the sudden and m ious ch s that 
are constantly taking place through the 
various channels of political power, you 
are forced to feel that in must be re- 
newed scenes of alarm, of sorrow, of 


that be but permit the message of life to 
go forth freely among the inhabitants, 
there might be hope that the cup of bit- 
terness might for a season be turned 
away. 
I now have my passport“ visé,” and have 
just secured my place in the Diligence 
‘for Switzerland. Well, good bye, you 
shall hear from me again as I get a little 
further advanced in the of my orbit. 
May the Lord bless you with all that is 
good to fill your heart with rejoicing, and 
may the same blessing descend upon all 
the good and faithful Saints. : 


GENEVA, Fes. 7—Bidding adieu to the 
brethren at Paris, on the morning of the 
27th January, I stepped into a Diligence, 


and was soon rolling rapidly in my. course 
towards The — over 
which I passed the first two hundred 
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can Spring. France is “un beau . 
one could scarcely wish to live ins wis 


delightful climate, or a more beautiful 
and ing country. Everywhere peo- 
le were to be seen in pasture and pl ughed 
fields, meadows and vineyards, busily oc- 
for the ap 

at appeared a dark spot 
otherwise beautiful scenery was, 


in this 


the number of women slavishly 
engaged in manual labor, and exposed to 
all the hardships of out-door oceupations. 


Small towns and villages dotted the face 
of the country, the foundations of which 


of some religi Catholic edifice It 


would seem that in building these towns, 
the churches were first erected, then pri- 
vate dwellings piled around, one after an- 
other, as each inhabitant arrived. As we 
approached Switzerland the country be- 
came more and more broken, till we be- 
gan to wind up and descend down the 
rugged snow-covered steeps of the Jura. 
| t midnight of the 28th, | reached 
Geneva, where I had the happiness of 
meeting Elder Sten house, whom I found 
with seyeral of the Swiss Saints, waiting 
to weleome my arrival. I accompanied 
Elder Stenhouse to his lodgings, where I had 
the pleasure of sitting down to an excel- 
lent supper, prepared by Sister Stenhouse, 
with an eye single to the probable condi- 
tion of my appetite at the completion of a 
fatiguing journey over the mountains. 
The following evening we held a very in- 
teresting meeting with the Saints, at 
which several stra: gers were present. 
Elder Stenhouse addr: ssed the meeting in 
French with great fluency, and several 
brethren gave their testimeny relative to 
their knowledge of the werk f the Lord, 
and their joy and consolatio. in the prin- 
ciples of salvation. In moving forward 
the work here, much the same course has 
to be adopted as at our commencement in 
London, i. e., by f. rung a quaintances, 
through one to another, and persuading 
one here and another there, to attend our 


_ | reunions. The people feel that they have 


had d amon, them sv many new and 
false coins, that it is of li tle use to search 
for or anticipate anything in the shape of 


genuine; nevertheless, patie: (e und perse- 


verance will over: one in time ail these 
difficulties, and the power of Truth will 
triumph through the length and breadth, 
of Swi d, uno the reden ption of 


miles seemed, though in the midst of Win- 
ter, ta wear the appearance of an Ameri 


the wise, good, and virtuuus. Our little 


| | 
been carried, where the difficulties are 
— 
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family of Saints here now numbers twen- 
ty members. Having had no acquaint- 
ance with the language, and being a 
stranger to the manners and customs of 
the people, and having no friend to in- 
erpdace him to the confidence and favor 
of any one, Elder Stenhouse, as one can 
easily imagine, has had to encounter difficul- 
ties insurmountable to any but those who 
have the most perfect consciousness of the 
truth and life-giving power and spirit of 
the cause in which they may be engaged. 
Through the blessing of the Lord these 
difficulties are being fast overcome, and 
I have the greatest confidence that the 
work will now roll on with accelerated 

. The Saints are full of life and 
energy, and embrace every opportunity to 
the of our Church; 
several of them are ns of education 
and influence in society. I expect that 
much good will shortly result from their 
uiiited labors and testimony. 


After having a few days very 


‘agreeably and profitably at Geneva, I left, 


accompanied by brother and sister Sten- 
house, to visit the Saints in the Canton 
de Vaud. We were favoured with beau- 
tiful weather, which made our steam-boat 
excursion on the clear lake of Geneva 
very agreeable. Switzerland has a world- 
wide fame for beautiful scenc1y; though 
the winter season is not the most favour- 
able for landscape varieties, we were much 
pleased with the general beauty of the 
country. The many fine villas and cha- 
teauæ, surrounded — 33 — vine- 

ards, that besprin gently rising 
Lebks on one ade of the lake, formed a 
beautiful contrast with Mont Blanc, 
and the lofty snow-capped mountains on 
the other. Though the works, wonders 
and beauties of nature drew our minds to 
contemplation, and raised their springs of 


gratitude to the Good and Wise Preser- 
ver of all, yet there was a still higher 
theme for contemplation, a still greater 
incentive to gratitude—the Work of the 
Lord. We arrived at Lausanne, an an- 
cient town romantically situated upon the 
banks of this beautiful lake, and spent a 
few days very pleasantly with several in- 


telligent and interesting Saints, the fruit 


of Elder Stenhouse’s labors. We held 
meetings every night during our stay, at 
which we enjoyed much of the Spirit and 
power of the Lord. ~ 

Since my arrival here I have had a 

easant visit from Professor Reta, an 
talian gentleman of literary talent and 
celebrity, who has published some impor- 
tant works in the Italian language, as 
well as edited several of the first journals 
in Italy. I presented to him the four 
hundred of the Book of Mormon 
that I had with me, which he pronounced 
a correct and admirable translation, and 


a ve riate style of se a 

Le wich pleasure the bene- 
fits we are deriving from Elder Taylor’s 
French publications, which, together with 
my own, we endeavour to circulate as 
widely as possible. My visit here has been 
a great blessing to myself, and 1 humbly 
trust it will result in lasting and important 
good to the interest of the work generally. 

In a few days I leave for Teal, t the gi- 
gantic Alps lay in my route, rearing their 
snow-ca heads high amid the clouds. 
I trust, however, they will prove no posi- 
tive barrier, as passing over them last 
January in a severe snow storm, has given 
me some experience and confidence in en- 
countering these unpleasant obstacles. . 

Brother Stenhouse joins me in kind 
love to yourself and your brother Samuel. 

Yours, very affectionately, 
Lorenzo Snow. 


‘VARIETIES. 


THe Mormons have at length taken 


of tlw’ venche of Ban Bernardins 


possession 9 
near Los Angelos, for which they have paid one hundred and two tkousand dollars. 
Twenty-five thousand dollars was paid down, and the remainder is to be paid in two 
equal annual payments. It is said to be their intention to build = gros city there, 
and a railroad to Salt Lake is confidently spoken of. It is also said that the heads of 
the church in Deseret have given directions to the Mormons in Europe, that all the 


293 to this country must in future, come by the way of the Isthmus of Panama 
to Diego. The population of San Bernardino is to be increased by five thousand 


within the next six months. It contains within its boundaries more than eighty 


thousand acres of excellent land, a great part of which can be irrigated. The Santa 
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Anna river runs through it, furnishing a large and unfailing supply of pure water ** 
having excellent mill-seats. The mountains near are .- Wich sf so sufficient to 
su ply with lumber all Southern California for years. The improvements to be im- 


m y made will be of great benefit to Los Angelos county. This settlement com- 
mands the 7 Pass, and will protect the Valley from further Indian incursions. 
A flouring mill and several saw mills will be erected there during the rainy season. 
The tract of land included within the limits of San Bernardino, embraces about six- 
teen | The Mormon 2 from Liverpool, it is said, amounts to thirteen 
thousand. Salt Lake City, the head quarters of the Mormons, contains a population 
7 — and the other settlements in the Territory about as many — York 
ne. 

Hm al de Witt, of this town, who has recently returned from California, brought 
with him a piece of the auriferous quartz rock, of about the size of a man’s 
fist. On thanksgiving 2 | it was brought out for exhibition to a friend, when it ac- 
cidentally dropped on the floor, and split open. Near the centre of the mass was dis- 
covered, firmly embedded in the quartz, and slightly corroded, a cut-iron nail of the 
size of a sixpenny nail. It was entirely straight, and had a perfect head. By whom 
was that nail made? At what period was it planted in the yet uncrystallized quartz ? 
How came it in California? the head of that nail could talk, we should know 
something more of American —— than we are ever likely to know. Springfield 
(L. S.) Republican. (“ The head of that nail” cannot “talk,” but we refer our 

readers to the Book of on for ancient American history. — Ep.] 
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THE CITY OF GOD. 


„The wilderness and solitary place shall be glad for them: the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
as the rose.”—IsaIAH. | 


Zion! thou City of our God, rejoice ! 

Jehovah speaks in love and praise of thee! 

Blessed among the nations ! hear his voice: 

City of my Redeemed! rise! be free! 

„e chosen Saints, who love to hear my word, 

“For you in mountain solitude doth spring, 

„While yet ye tremble at th’ oppressor’s sword, 

“ The promis’d Zion of your Heav’nly King!” 
Then shall the wilderness rejoice, and blossom as the rose, 
When weary hearts within her wails shall find secure repose! 


Truth shall be in her palaces: her tow’rs, 
Fene'd by a shield of adamantine faith, 
Impregnable shall stand: while Falsehood cow’rs 
Before the mighty arm of Him who saith,— 
“Behold! I come, with an avenging hand, 
“To judge—condemn or recompense—the world; 
“And they who seek to harm my chosen band, 
„Shall learn to tremble when my bolts are hurl'd!” 
Fear not, belov'd of Israel's God, though hellish foes oppress— 
My arm is stretch’d to save you still: my hand is rais’d to bless.” 


City of God! how glorious shalt thou stand! 

No more shall Lebanon exulting boast ;— 

How poor to thine the pride of Sharon’s land: 

How weak to thine the strength of Pharaoh’s host! 

Jehovah's arm protects thee |—vainly now 

The shafts of Satan speed their destin’d way: 

Calmly secure is thy majestic brow— ! 

Omnipotence thy shield, and Christ thy stay! 
Yet how shouldst thou be ought but calm, aided by power divine: 
When Jesu’s care, and Jesu’s love, eternally are thine? 
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